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Last Thursday meeting was an informative one. The 

long awaited computer donation with RC 

Fukushima is forthcoming.  It is a welcome 

development in which forty computers will be 

donated thru Matching Grant with the district fund.  

Having a good relationship with a foreign sister club 

is worthwhile because it can provide us more 

opportunity to do service project. 

The induction ceremony last Monday July 23 of our 

sister club RC OrtigasCenter attended by eight of 

our member Rotarians led by Past Governor Efren 

de Guzman and PGL Pam, PP Rene Florencio, 

yours truly including Vice President Bernard 

Cansana, Secretary Val Barcinal, President Elect 

Hermie de la Paz, Director Bonnie Barotilla, and PD 

Celso Cruz. It was an event memorable to those 

who attended, felt the warmth and hospitality and 

closeness of the two clubs.  The vision and mission 

of the club was featured  presentation in the 

ceremony, an act worth emulating.   

Our club hosting of the district fellowship 

Oktoberfest is fast approaching.  It is entitled 

“Peace Concert” tentatively that will feature two live 

bands, different singers from the district and a beer 

drinking session. The event might feature our very 

own sergeant at arms with his favourite song 

“Delilah”, who knows? The sudden committee 

meeting last July 22, Sunday was attended by 

Governor Lirio Sandoval, chairman PP Fabi Cadiz, 

yours truly, club chairman PP Noel Flores, and 

Director Willie Reyes.   

 

We have important upcoming projects: 

1. Signing of Sisterhood relationship and visit with 

RC Tanauan in Tanauan Batangas tomorrow – July 

27, Friday. The event must be attended specially by 

the officers of the club. The assembly will be at our 

Rotary Youth Centera round 3 PM.  Having another 

local sister club means experiencing more fun with 

the visit.  

2. Ceremonial tree planting – July 28, Saturday at 

the Marikina watershed area in Wawa Dam in 

Rodriguez Rizal.  Please bring backpack, swimming 

trunk (just in case), wear rubber hiking shoes for 

convenience. Assembly is at 6 AM in front of the 

City Hall.  This is our club contribution to save our 

watershed by planting more trees which could also 

boost our local tourism aside from giving us green 

atmosphere, more clean air particularly oxygen for 

our walkers and joggers doing physical fitness 

beside the riverbanks.   

3. Adopt a barangay thru the Integrated Community 

Project launching ceremony on Monday July 30 at 

the covered court of Barangay Nangka in Marikina 

City at around 1:00 PM.  Adopt-a-barangay project 

will provide the venue for our several service 

projects. 

Our club members who will attend our projects will 

realize and appreciate the value of helping our less 

privilege neighbours thru supplemental feeding and 

planting tress which can provide us more oxygen to 

breath.  Attending projects will also bring us a very 

good feeling brought about by the bonding, 

camaraderie and fellowship. The mere act of giving 

makes one feel closer to God! 
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 THE LEADERSHIP JOURNEY 

I believe that life is a journey, often difficult and 
sometimes incredibly cruel, but we are well 
equipped for it if only we tap into our talents 
and gifts and allow them to blossom. - Les 
Brown 
  
Do something good with your power; don’t just 
be good at being powerful. Leaders guide their 
people to do what is right and not what is 
wrong. "Everything rises and falls on 
leadership." says John Maxwell and he is so 
right. 
  
I read this two quotation above while I was 
looking for inspiration for this week’s article. I 
was struck by the term “journey” and 
“leadership” because this is what The 
Alchemist would like to write about every week, 
the chronicle of our club’s journey and the 
leadership of our club. 
  
It was inspiring to attend other club’s important 
occasion. I am referring to the RC Ortigas 
Center Induction & Handover Ceremony last 
Monday. With only District strength of about 25 
or more members, the induction was different 
from ours since they have the luxury of having 
their induction exclusively on their own inviting 
only close friends of the club. I was inspired by 
their personalized way of conduction their 
ceremony. You can listen how they introduced 
each other, very intimate and personalized and 
not so “formalize or officialise”. What was 
unique in President Liz Jose induction was the 

formal unveiling of their “vision” and “mission” 
statement. That is something we don’t have. 
As a young club, we learned something new 
and different from them. We will be looking 
forward to a more productive sisterhood 
relationship with RC Ortigas Center. And would 
you believe they are grooming one of their 
Past President, our friend PP Luz Cotoco to be 
a future Governor of our District. Knowing her, 
she could really be an asset to our District. 
  
That induction we attended with PDG Efren 
and Lady Pam, PP Rene Florencio, VP 
Bernard Cansana, Director Bonie Barotilla, PD 
Celso Cruz and President Benjie was an 
opportunity for our President to bond, link and 
socialized with his classmates. Seldom do I 
witness our President do this activity. I just 
hope that he continuing that effort to further his 
important role in the Zone. 
  
This Friday, The Alchemist will be looking 
forward to another experience in formalizing 
our sisterhood with RC Tanauan. Although, 
little is known about RC Tanauan, I will get as 
much information and report it in this column. 
  
What would like me to write about next? Or do 
you have any comments or suggestions? 
Please email me thru val2146@yahoo.com or 
text me 0917.457.5055. 
Do you have anything to share or talk about? 
We will publish it on our next issue just email to 
me. 
Happy reading. 
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REGULAR WEEKLY MEETINGS 
  

All Rotary clubs are required to hold regular weekly 
meetings.  A club may cancel a regular meeting 
only if:  the regular meeting falls on a legal holiday, 
in case of the death of the club president, or an 
epidemic or disaster affecting the whole community.  
For other unspecified causes, the club’s board may 
cancel not more than 2 meetings in one year.  
Clubs should not fail to meet for more than 2 
consecutive times. 
  

Always keep in mind that the regular weekly 
meeting is the most important fundamental activity 
of your Rotary club.  The success of a club depends 
greatly on the effectiveness of its weekly meetings.  
In planning your weekly meetings, think about your 
objectives first: 
  

Purpose of Weekly Meetings: 
1. Promote acquaintance, fellowship and 

camaraderie. 
2. Discuss club programs, projects and activities. 
3. Provide Rotary information.  
4. Learn about community concerns and current 

issues. 
5. Motivate members to be active in fulfilling the 

Object of Rotary. 
  

To enhance the attendance of members, each 
weekly meeting should be very carefully designed 
to yield the following results: 
  

Every member who leaves after the meeting ends 
must have an inner feeling of satisfaction.   
As he walks out the door, he must be saying to 
himself –  
“That was a wonderful meeting.  I really enjoyed it.  
It was worth my time...” 
If members feel good after every meeting, then they 

develop the habit of attendance.  The key to a good 
meeting therefore is to plan a very creative agenda 
that will elicit satisfaction from the members in 
attendance.  Also remember that every regular 
meeting is actually an opportunity for fellowship!  
But since members’ interest vary because of their 
diversified classifications, it is vital to find a healthy 
balance between fellowship, community issues and 
Rotary matters.   
  

All meetings should always include some 
application to Rotary’s 4 avenues of service and 
ideally in consonance with the special observances 
suggested by R.I. – 
July     Literacy Month 
August   Membership and Extension 
                              Month;   
September  Youth Activities Month;  
October  Vocational Service Month;   
November Rotary Foundation Month;   
January  Rotary Awareness Month;   
February World Understanding Month;   
23 February Anniversary of R.I. and World 
                             Understanding and Peace Day;     
Week of 13 March  World Rotaract Week; 
April   Magazine Month. 
June  Recreational and Vocational 
                             Fellowship Month 
  

Many clubs usually have a guest speaker in their 
weekly meetings.  Oftentimes, it is the caliber or 
quality of guest speakers that encourage members’ 
attendance. Many clubs have also been very 
successful in including a variety of fellowship-
oriented programs such as:  community singing, 
humor/joke time, fining/recognition sessions, 
classification talks, open forum, group discussions, 
debates, etc. 
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